
   
 

Design your own workshop for WRF 2021  

The WRF 2021 conference will be hosted by the World Resources Forum Association (WRF) with 
support of the Ghanaian Ministry of Environment, Science, Technology and Innovation (MESTI), and 
will be held in a hybrid format, from 12-14 October 2021. 

WRF 2021 will include a series of parallel online workshops as part of the conference program and 
invites interested organizations to design and submit a workshop proposal.  

The online participation is an excellent response to the digitalized era, the climate crisis and the ongoing 
pandemic situation, since it enables interested people from all continents to engage without any 
hesitation. 

Achieving sustainable use of natural resources, following the European Union Green Deal policy for 
carbon-neutral resources use by 2050 and the Sustainable Development Agenda 2030 (SDGs), as well as 
the new digitalized era we live in, WRF 2021 calls for strong support from all stakeholders from the fields 
of business, policy, research, and science, as well as the broader public. Designing a workshop for WRF 
2021 aligned with one or more of the key issues, highlighted below, enables you to actively participate 
in this multi-stakeholder solution. 

Workshops address topical issues related to the 3 conference themes: 

Fair resource extraction for a 
quality future 

From waste to resources for 
development 

Making a case for circular 
resources 

Mineral governance: 
Responsible sourcing, 
perspective of extractive 
economies, public-private 
partnership initiatives, supply 
security 

Special waste:  
E-waste, End-of-life Vehicles 
(ELVs), Plastics, Batteries, ODS 
Management 

CE across different sectors and 
products:  
Electronics, plastics, food 
systems, textiles 

Artisanal and Small-Scale 
Mining:  
Social and environmental 
impacts, Minamata convention, 
driving forces in global value 
chains, informal ASM 
integration 

Innovation and technology: 
Hazardous waste treatment, 
take-back systems, due 
diligence approach, informal-
formal partnerships 

Rethinking business models:  
From products to services,  
product design, industrial  
symbiosis, enabling 
environment 

Illicit Financial Flows:  
Trade flows, issues and impacts, 
transparency and traceability 
methods, sustainable financing,  
legal and regulatory provisions 

Favourable framework 
conditions:  
Policy and regulations, EPR and 
financing, transboundary move-
ment, inclusive recycling 

Africa circular:  
The human side of circular  
economy, low carbon solutions, 
leap-frog opportunities, 
transition process 
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Please keep in mind the following points for your submission: 

A workshop proposal implies the entire organization of a workshop. This includes contacting and inviting 
the speakers and the moderator, preparing the background materials, and developing the workshop 
report. The WRF organizers take care of the organization of the online event, provide the technical 
platform and technical support if need be. Furthermore, WRF will support the promotion of the 
workshop, and is additionally available to support you with suggestions for speakers and workshop 
formats. You will need to organize the review process yourself in case you wish to work with scientific 
papers. 

Workshops put emphasis on concrete cases, solutions, and subsequent lessons learned. Key questions 
to focus on during the workshop are: What was successful? What did not work, and why? What do we 
need to make it work? What can potentially be the relevance and impact on a more global scale? 

Workshops integrating crosscutting topics such as governance considerations, green deal, multi-
stakeholder participation, financing, communication, education, digitalization, links to climate change, 
and poverty will be prioritized. 

Workshop proposals that adopt creative formats to assure dynamic interaction, idea generation, and 
active participation in a multi-stakeholder setting will also be prioritized. 

In principle, workshops at the WRF 2021 are programmed to each last 1h 15min each. 

With this call we also invite partners who are interested in organizing a side event or field trip to contact 
us at fabian.ottiger@wrforum.org and wrf2021.wrforum.org. 
  

I. Workshop proposal format 

Each workshop proposal must include the following: 

• Title of the workshop 
• Description of issues covered 
• Workshop organizers and workshop chairs (names, affiliation, and contact information) 
• Invited speakers (indicate confirmed and to be invited or to be confirmed speakers) 
• Indicative format/structure of the workshop, including expected duration, tentative workshop 

program, preferred day of the workshop (October 12 “Circular Economy”, October 13 “Primary 
resources”, October 14 “Secondary resources”). 

• Indicate who will you invite to join and how will you promote your workshop. 

 

For related questions kindly contact fabian.ottiger@wrforum.org and wrf2021.wrforum.org. 
 

II. Workshop proposal submission 

Submissions can be sent online by filling out the “Workshop Proposal Submission Form” to 
fabian.ottiger@wrforum.org and wrf2021.wrforum.org. 
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III. Workshop preparation and organization deadlines: 

• Call for workshops: March 19, 2021 

• Workshop proposal submission due: August 1, 2021 

• Notification of acceptance: August 15, 2021 

• Workshop promotional text: August 31, 2021 

• Confirmation of workshop speakers: August 31, 2021 

• Final Workshop program: August 31, 2021 

 

IV. Requirements 

WRF may contact you with suggestions to modify or complement your proposal. For example, WRF may 
ask you to provide additional speakers, cases, or adapted formats. 

You are required to send us a 2-page summary report of your workshop within two weeks after the 
event. The report will be included in the WRF 2021 Meeting Report. 

 

V. Finances 

There is a charge of a standard rate per workshop (1h 15min), which also includes online and physical 
hubs and related costs. 

Speakers, moderators, and participants of your workshop need to be registered for the WRF conference 
through our official conference tool. Participation at the WRF 2021 online conference will cost 150 Euros 
for regular participants.  

Students and African Union member state citizens benefit from a reduced fee of 50 Euro per person. 
Furthermore, a large number of tickets is already paid for by sponsors and held back for citizens of 
African Union member states. Upon application, citizens of African Union member states can benefit 
from sponsored access to the online conference. 

In addition to the online conference, access to the physical events is available for selected ticket- 
holders upon application. Physical attendance is free of charge for both Ghana and Swiss hubs upon 
application. Access to tickets is based on a first come, first served policy for the registrants. 


